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Pan Africa ILGA (PAI) is the largest membership-based and 
democratically-organised LGBTI organisation in Africa. We 
currently have 146 member organisations across Africa, working 
on human rights and for LGBTI equality. Our secretariat is based 

in Johannesburg, South Africa where we are registered as a Non-Profit 
Organisation since 2015.

Following the 3rd Regional Conference in Johannesburg, South Africa in 
2016, where a total of 184 delegates from 34 countries participated, 
it was decided that the 4th Regional Conference would be co-hosted 
together with our Botswana partner, LEGABIBO (Lesbians Gays and 
Bisexuals of Botswana) from 31st May to 4th June 2018.

RATIONALE FOR CONFERENCE
The African LGBTI movement increasingly finds itself at the crossroads 
of change. Where significant progress is being made in some countries, 
deterioration of human rights of LGBTI people can be witnessed in others. 
The speed with which progress and wins come vary considerably.

Whether change comes overnight or only after years, change has one 
important common denominator: it can only be achieved through 
visionary leadership, endurance and strong partnerships. It is with this 
in mind that we chose the theme: ‘Empowering LGBTI Youth: Uniting 
for an Inclusive Future’, specifically targeting young LGBTI persons and 
organisations to build sustainability in LGBTI movements and LGBTI 
participation.

AIMS OF THE CONFERENCE
• Engage on common regional strategies to achieve change in policies 

that discriminate against people on the basis of sexual orientation, 
gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics;

• Develop strategies to build the capacity of LGBTI youth across the 
continent through capacity-building workshops;

• Create a forum to exchange ideas on best practices, while sharing 
successes and opportunities;

• Share ideas for effective advocacy in Africa; 

• Receive advocacy training in relation to relevant regional and 
international bodies, including the ACHPR and the UN; and

• Confirm the mandate of the PAI Board in taking LGBTI rights forward 
on the continent.

THEMATIC FOCUS
We are seeking abstracts on the following themes:

• Youth Enlightenment through Education

What is the state of availability and access to education for young LGBTI 
individuals. How does this affect socio/economic well-being?

• Out of the Closet

How does our outward presentation, coming out, self-identification and 
non-identification and causes we fight for affect the relationship we have 
with the rest of society?

• Intersectionality of Struggles

How is the LGBTI struggle affected by the struggles of other demographics? 
Are these struggles linked in any way? How can working together improve 
the end goals of the struggles?

• LGBTI Health

What innovative methods and activist approaches of improving the 
community’s health (sexual, reproductive, mental) exist? What are the 
challenges and what are the opportunities?

• Technology in Our Community

How has technology brought the community together? How has it 
improved the lives of our community? How has it risked the lives of 
individuals? How can we best harness the power of technology to better 
our society?

• ARTivism: Art as a Tool for Change

How can we use art as a tool for change? What is the best way to use 
different forms of art to influence positive change in the society? 

PRE-CONFERENCES
We will host 6 pre-conferences prior to the main conference, held over 
two days (31st May and 1st of June) before the main PAI conference:

• Trans Pre-Conference

• Inter-Faith Pre-Conference

• LBQ Women Pre-Conference

• MSM Health and Wellbeing Pre-Conference

• Youth Pre-Conference

• Human Rights Mechanisms Pre-Conference

BY EMPOWERING LGBTI YOUTH WE ARE ENSURING CHANGE!

TO REGISTER
1. Visit our conference website - www.paiconference.org 
2. Fill in the registration form if you or your organisation wish to attend.
3. Apply for a scholarship if you or your organisation need funding to attend the conference.
4. Submit an abstract if you or your organisation would like to present a paper at the conference.
5. The deadline for all registrations, scholarship applications and abstract submissions is the 28th of February.

www.paiconference.org

http://www.paiconference.org


Editorial
By PAI Programme Manager, Anthony Oluoch

Preparations for Pan Africa ILGA’s 4th Regional Conference are underway. Co-hosted by LEGABIBO, the conference will take place in Gaborone, Botswana from the 31st of 
May until the 4th of June. The location has been booked, the potential speakers are being invited and we are all looking forward to having you there. One of the most exciting 
things about this conference is the fact that it brings together activists from across the continent. The East Africans will bring their experiences about their strategic litigation 
successes which the North Africans can learn from. The West Africans will bring their experiences in dealing with hostile political systems which the Southern Africans can 
apply to their advocacy. It will be a mix of passion, drive and incredible talent from people who have dedicated their lives to making sure that an oppressed minority is no 
longer discriminated against.

The conversations at this conference will highlight the incredible strides made by activists on the continent while at the same time providing a platform to empower youth 
who will become future leaders of a movement very much needed. An inclusive future cannot happen if we do not unite. The decriminalisation case in Kenya could not have 
happened if the activists in the country did not unite to find a common goal. The first LGBTQI film festival in Tunisia would not have happened had those who organised it 
not united to make it happen. It is with this in mind that the main theme for the conference is Empowering LGBTI Youth: Uniting for an Inclusive Future. 

We are seeking abstracts around youth enlightenment through education. We will be asking what the state of availability and access to education for young LGBTI individ-
uals is and how this state affects their socio/economic well-being. This is because it is evident that in some spaces, youth get kicked out of schools due to their actual or 
imputed sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics. On that note, we will consider how our outward presentation, coming out, self-identifi-
cation or non-identification and the causes we fight for affect the relationship we have with the rest of society. While considering the rest of the society, we will look at how 
our fight for equality as LGBTI people intersects with the struggles of other demographics. We will consider how working together can improve the end goals of all these 
struggles.

We shall seek to find out what innovative methods and activist approaches of improving the community’s health, be it sexual, reproductive or mental, exist and determine 
the challenges and opportunities in this regard. We shall consider how technology has brought the community together and how it has improved or risked the lives of LGBTI 
people by looking at how best to harness the power of technology to better our society. Finally, we shall focus on how we can use art as a tool for change and the best ways 
to use different forms of art to influence positive change in the society.

This will be an exciting conference and if you have not yet registered, make sure you do so by the 28th of February. Registration for the conference and applications for 
scholarships also close on this date. We look forward to welcoming you in Gaborone, Botswana on May the 31st.
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Botswana: Transgender man’s identity document changed by registrar
Following the precedent of the High Court ruling of ND v Attorney General of Botswana and others, a transgender man has been issued a new identity document by the 
Registrar of National Registration of Botswana that reflects his male gender identity. This follows the landmark ruling in October 2017.

“The High Court acknowledged with concern the ongoing distress and discomfort experienced by the applicant when he is required to explain intimate details of his life to 
strangers whenever he seeks to access routine services simply because his identity document does not match his expressed gender or gender identity.”
After a 10-year legal battle, the transgender man said afterwards that it felt like a “heavy burden has been lifted off my shoulders. Now I can enjoy the rights and privileges 
that other Batswana have the chance to enjoy without the fear of discrimination and victimisation. This is justice. I am happy.” 

To read more: https://southernafricalitigationcentre.org/2018/01/08/news-release-botswana-registrar-changes-transgender-mans-identity-document-from-female-to-male/
and https://www.reuters.com/article/us-botswana-transgender-court/activists-celebrate-botswanas-transgender-court-victory-idUSKBN1C91OW

Ricki Kgositau also won her case, making her the first transgender woman in Botswana to achieve this. Dedicating her victory to to “every single trans diverse person in Bot-
swana”. ““I feel truly blessed to be living in such times of the change I have wanted to see since I was a little girl,” she said. “Robbing someone the respect for their identity 
is telling them that they do not matter and are perhaps a non-person or non-citizen.”

“The Botswana High Court has been described as progressive since it overturned a decision by the government to ban gay rights lobbying group Legabibo in 2014. It also 
ordered the government to officially acknowledge and register the organisation in March this year.” Read more. 

The strides made over the last year by the legal system in Botswana are really encouraging to activists in and outside of Botswana. The PAI team congratulates our member 
organisation LEGABIBO for its tireless efforts in pushing for rights for transgender people. 

South Africa: First study of HIV prevalence in transgender women 
Global statistics indicate that transgender women are 49 times more likely to be infected by HIV than other populations. Yet this key population has not been included in 
studies and treatment of HIV. The news that this study would be launched was therefore celebrated by South African activists. Leigh Ann van der Merwe from Social Health 
and Empowerment, a transfeminist collective in East London said that “The transgender community is very pleased to be part of, and support, this study because we know 
it gives us a voice.  For too long our reality as transgender women has been invisible to society and we are thrilled that we will now be seen, and heard, through the work of 
the HSRC funded by the CDC South Africa.”

Steve Letsike from Access Chapter 2 and co-chair of the South African National AIDS Council echoed these sentiments: “South Africa is one of very few countries in the 
world with a particular HIV plan to support its LGBTIQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and Questioning).  This study is part of South Africa’s commitment to 
looking at the real issues which impact on the community.  The community has many challenges with which to deal, including socio-economic and politics realities, least of 
which is the daily marginalisation and stigma we face.  This survey builds on the knowledge and evidence that will result in programming and serving everyone regardless 
of their gender identity and expression or even sexual orientation, it is about putting people first. Botsheloba Trans means trans women’s dignity will be realised and docu-
mented and this brings us closer to the time of lived reality and will enable people to participate equally in society, that is what the National Strategic Plan 2017-2022 seeks 
of us.”

Read more: http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/media-briefs/hiv-aids-stis-and-tb/transgender-9090
and https://citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/1772834/sa-to-conduct-first-ever-hiv-study-on-transgender-women/

https://southernafricalitigationcentre.org/2018/01/08/news-release-botswana-registrar-changes-transgender-mans-identity-document-from-female-to-male/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-botswana-transgender-court/activists-celebrate-botswanas-transgender-court-victory-idUSKBN1C91OW
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/botswana-gaborone-transgender-identity-lgbt-rights-legabibo-court-law-a8114991.html
http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/media-briefs/hiv-aids-stis-and-tb/transgender-9090
https://citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/1772834/sa-to-conduct-first-ever-hiv-study-on-transgender-women/


Tunisia: First LGBTQI film festival
Called ‘Breaking Taboos’, Tunisia is holding its first LGBTQI film festival in a country where 
homosexuality is punishable by three years in prison. 

According to its organisers, Mawjoudin (Arabic for “We Exist”), the festival shines the spotlight “on 
the issue of non-normative gender and sexuality, thus breaking the taboos around this theme. The 
festival conceives of itself as audacious; it will deal more with the intersectional approach in the fight 
against gender-based discrimination and repression.”

This festival forms part of the landscape where earlier in January, 800 people were arrested for protesting against the Tunisian government’s new austerity measures. 

Read more. 

Botswana: Commended for LGBT human rights progress
Botswana’s human rights record was assessed at the 3rd Cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Botswana was commended by member states for the progress they have made in 
upholding the human rights of LGBT. With particular reference to the registration of LEGABIBO and according 
transgender persons the right to change their gender marker.

More than 10 recommendations specific to LGBT human rights were made to Botswana, and these include; 
the recommendation for Botswana to enact laws that protect LGBT persons against hate speech and hate 
crimes, enact laws that enable transgender persons to change their gender marker and to explicitly include 
sexual orientation and gender identity as listed grounds of non-discrimination.

LEGABIBO is very happy with recommendations made to Botswana by the member states and ensuring that 
there is visibility of LGBT human rights, this is one of the ways in which member states can ensure that indi-
vidual member states protect the human right of LGBT persons.

The LGBT community in Botswana would also like thank Botswana for the efforts they have made so far to 
protect LGBT rights, the community also hopes that the Government would adopt the recommendations and 
work with LGBT organizations to implement the these.

For further information, please contact LEGABIBO on +267 75 922 403 / +267 71 340 794, or email us at 
info@legabibo.org / advocacy@legabibo.org

https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Tunisias-First-LGBTQI-Film-Festival-Breaking-Taboos-20180116-0024.html
mailto:info%40legabibo.org?subject=
mailto:advocacy%40legabibo.org?subject=


Kenya: Case to decriminalise gay sex
Eric Gitari, head of the National Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission in Kenya, petitioned the court in April of 2015 to remove the sections of the Penal Code which 
criminalise gay sex as they “violate constitutional rights to equality, dignity and privacy”. The case continued this month, with Kitari and his group calling on psychiatrists to 
clarify sexual orientation, how social conditions influence sexual orientation and how the State should not have the right to pass laws on matters of intimacy. Read more.

Senior Counsel Paul Muite stated that “The petition only concerns the criminalisation and severe punishment under the criminal law of a whole section of Kenyan society on 
account of the fundamental and innate characteristic of the sexual orientation”. Read more. 

The section of the Penal Code make gay sex punishable by up to 14 years in prison. 595 Prosecutions occurred between 2010 and early 2014. It is socially acceptable to 
persecute, harass, intimidate and blackmail sexual minorities in a country where many are too afraid to come out. In 2015, Kenyan Deputy President, William Ruto said that 
there was “no room” for gay people in Kenya.

Egypt: Government clampdown continues with 9 men arrested on suspicion of  
homosexuality
In Egypt’s continuing crackdown on the LGBT community, 9 men were arrested at a private party for “engaging in debauchery”. The head of Alexandria Security Directorate 
referred to the party as a “threat to public security”. 

With the government and media clampdown on LGBT people, it is not certain that these men were engaging in any activity that is deemed illegal by Egyptian law. Read 
more.

These arrests follow numerous arrests of groups of people throughout 2017 and signalled the start of the government’s approach to LGBTI people that is set to culminate 
in a new law that will criminalise homosexuality and make it punishable by 1-3 years’ imprisonment. There will also be a total media ban on LGBTI issues and news and any 
individual or organisation advocating for LGBTI issues, whether they are homosexual or not, will also be imprisoned for 1 – 3 years. Read more.

Previous arrests: 
• http://panafricailga.org/human-rights-and-freedom-of-expression-violations-in-egypt/
• http://panafricailga.org/un-human-rights-body-condemns-violence-and-discrimination/
• http://panafricailga.org/dispatch-solidarity-with-egyptian-lgbti-against-human-rights-abuses/

South Africa: Lesbian couple raped and killed
A lesbian couple were found brutally raped, murdered and set on fire in Mooinooi, South Africa. 8 Arrests were made and the accused are standing trial. To read more.

A lesbian activist, Noluvo Swelindawo, was also killed by up to 11 men in December 2017. To read more.

The disparity between South Africa’s constitution and the hate crimes South African LGBTI persons experience continues to be shown, highlighting the need for continued 
advocacy by activists and more intensive government protection of this community from hate crimes. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-kenya-gay/case-to-decriminalize-gay-sex-filed-in-kenyas-high-court-idUSKCN0XC1W9
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/economy/Group-seeks-to-quash-parts-of-Penal-Code-outlawing-gay-sex/3946234-4269210-enpyb3/
https://www.gaystarnews.com/article/egypt-raids-private-house-party-arrest-nine-gay-men/
https://www.gaystarnews.com/article/egypt-raids-private-house-party-arrest-nine-gay-men/
http://panafricailga.org/update-on-egypt-horrifying-new-law-to-be-passed/
http://panafricailga.org/human-rights-and-freedom-of-expression-violations-in-egypt/
http://panafricailga.org/un-human-rights-body-condemns-violence-and-discrimination/
http://panafricailga.org/dispatch-solidarity-with-egyptian-lgbti-against-human-rights-abuses/
https://www.gaystarnews.com/article/couple-raped-murdered-south-africa/#gs.Ust_FkE 
http://ewn.co.za/Topic/Noluvo-Swelindawo


Ghana: Bishop calls homosexuality an “abomination”
General Overseer of the Perez Chapel, Bishop Charles Agyin-Asare argued that homosexuality should be seen as an “inordinate” and “unnatural” “affection”, calling it an 
“abominable” and “unbiblical” sexual preference. Bishop Agyin-Asare insisted, “for us as believers, homosexuality is a wrong thing irrespective of what other people think. 
The word of God is very categorical about it.’’ 

As with many other African countries, the use of religion in Ghana to fuel homophobia and enables governments to pass laws that discriminate against LGBTI people and 
infringe on their human rights. 

Read more. 

South Africa: Married lesbian couple in Visa battle with Department of Home Affairs
South African, Nomfundo Ngidi and her American wife, Wendy Kessman, are 
embroiled in a battle with the South African Department of Home Affairs over 
the granting of a Visa to Kessman in order for the couple to reside together in 
South Africa.

Kessman would begin her doctoral studies at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal 
once her Visa is granted, fulfilling two of the legal requirements for being able 
to reside in the country. The two assumed that since gay marriage is legal in 
South Africa, they would not have a difficult time in obtaining a Visa for Kessman. 
Instead: “We have spent tens of thousands on this process, lost four job offers, 
been kept from enrolling in school, had our freedom of movement restricted, and 
have endured significant emotional distress at the hands of Home Affairs, all to 
stay together as a couple,” said Kessman.

Ngidi added: “In our relationship we are happy and excited to be together but 
there is always that stress – we cannot relax and be happy. We always are worried, 
with this in the back of our head; the possibility of her having to leave.”

The couple have not been able to make any progress with the Department, and are calling on South African LGBTI organisations to back them in this case. 

Read more. 

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Homosexuality-is-an-abomination-and-affront-to-procreation-Bishop-Agyinasare-616855
http://www.mambaonline.com/2018/01/15/home-affairs-trying-break-married-sex-couple/


Uganda: Queer film festival
The LGBTQ film festival, QueerKIFF, was held for the second time in Uganda between the 
9th and 11th of December 2016 in the capital Kampala to a sold-out audience. 

To celebrate sexual diversity the organisers screened 30 films from different countries in 
three different venues. Debates about LGBTQ rights and filmmaking were also part of the 
festival, with the main goal to inform Ugandan people about the sexual identity of LGBTQ 
individuals and to promote the dignity of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer 
communities. Despite some opposition from religious organisations and venue owners, 
no serious incidents took place. The festival attracted more than 800 visitors. 

“It opened to a sold out crowd after we were forced to convert an empty warehouse into a 
cinema because we could not find an LGBTIQ-friendly venues, and on the second day the 
Police raided film festival forcing it to shut down. Despite a homophobic police raid, we 
managed to reschedule the festival and showed all the films,” said Kamoga Hassan, festival 
organiser.

Read more. 

Namibia: Transphobic hate crime
A horrific hate crime against a trans woman in Namibia. PAI stands in solidarity with our Namibian sisters, siblings and brothers against this unspeakable incident. Content 
warning: transphobic violence.
 
It all goes unspoken, unnoticed and unattended as Trans Diverse experiences of violations lead to self victimization and ridicule. Read more.

South Africa: Transgender radio personality dies
On the 3rd of January, popular radio personality, Lara Kruger died in hospital where she was being treated for depression. Social media was flooded with outpourings of sad-
ness by local feminist, transgender and gender activists. 

Her death is mourned as an example of the cost of mental health issues faced by transgender persons, and specifically black transgender women in a country where this 
identity is misunderstood and discriminated against. Black transgender women face daily discrimination and aggression. This violence occurs not only in rural areas, but 
universities in urban areas are unsafe spaces for these women. 

To read more.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/12/15/uganda-police-raid-queer-kampala-film-festival
http://panafricailga.org/namibia-horrific-hate-crime-against-trans-woman/
 https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/entertainment/2018-01-04-lara-kruger-was-being-treated-for-depression-in-hospital-when-she-died-manager/


PAI News
• Conference: The PAI team has hit the ground running this year as we prepare for the 4th Regional Conference from the 31st of May to the 4th 

of June. The conference, themed “Empowering LGBTI Youth: Uniting for an Inclusive Future” is co-hosted by LEGABIBO and will be held in 
Gaborone, Botswana. It is our most highly anticipated conference yet and we have had a record-breaking number of registrations. 
 
We met with LEGABIBO in Botswana this month to finalise logistics, the media plan and the conference venue, and to discuss the ongoing 
funding efforts. Read more about our conference. Deadline for registration, scholarship applications and abstract submissions: 28th 
February.

On arrival in Botswana In conversation with our co-hosts,  
the LEGABIBO team

http://panafricailga.org/pai-regional-conference-2018/about-the-conference-2/


Find out more about 
the PAI 4th Regional 
Conference

• PAI Team: PAI Director Monica Tabengwa joins us again full time after being on sab-
batical. We welcome our fierce leader back in spearheading our Conference efforts and 
our other projects for this year. Anthony Oluoch, our Programme Manager, re-joined the 
team in February at our head office in Johannesburg after living after being in Kenya 
since June last year. After joining our team in September, Germaine de Larch officially 
joined PAI as Communications and Membership Officer in January.  

• We will also be moving to a bigger office in early February and we are  
excited that PAI continues to go from strength to strength as a reunited  
team under a brand new roof. 

• Annual report: We released our annual report at the end of 2017  
and we are proud about the progress we’ve made and look  
forward to our continued growth in 2018. View the report.

http://paiconference.org/
http://panafricailga.org/annual-report-2017/


Pan Africa ILGA is the largest membership based and democratically organised LGBTI federation in Africa. PAI currently consists of 125 African 
organisations and 40 international organisations working on human rights and equality for LGBTI people.

How to become a member:
Please be aware that only organisations (not individuals) can apply for membership. At its next meeting the Executive Board of ILGA will review 
your membership and you will receive communication as to the status of your application.

To apply, click here. The membership fee is €60 for two years.

KEEP IN TOUCH

 
Want to subscribe to our newsletter? www.panafricailga.com/newsletter

For enquiries: admin@panafricailga.org

87 De Korte Street, Heerengracht Building, 9th Floor, Braamfontein, Johannesburg, South Africa
Tel: +27 11 339 1139 Email: admin@panafricailga.org Website: www.panafricailga.org

NPO Number: 155-669
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