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Life after
Decriminalization

The new LGBTIQ+ NGO
Bringing back dignity to
Queer Eswatini
News from around Africa

Botswana : Life after
Decriminalization
The day of June 11th started with great anxiety and the air was electric with
hope and anticipation. It was the day which would change the course of
LGBTIQ+ existence in Botswana. The world was watching and willing the
courts of Botswana to alter the course of history by choosing the right side.
The side that recognises LGBTIQ+ lives as worthy of protection and
recognition.
The judgement was met with an international sigh of relief and a collective
feeling of being seen. The Penal Codes were inconsistent with the
Constitution of Botswana which affords various rights such as privacy and
dignity, equality and liberty. In conversation with Caine Youngman, the Advocacy and Communications Officer at LEGABIBO –
a member organization of Pan Africa ILGA- we discussed the effect of right infringement by these laws. The effect of the Penal
Codes was the law having access to the private lives of LGBTIQ+ people. This was a perpetuation of the stigma against LGBTIQ+
persons who are regarded as merely sexual creatures incapable of participating in society on other levels. Additionally, these
Penal Codes violated the rights to liberty by denying the LGBTIQ+ an opportunity to self- identify and to choose who to be in
relationships with and how the world should see them. This an unfair deprivation on a human being. The infringement of dignity
manifested through police and hospitals who met LGBTIQ+ bodies with ridicule and refused to offer services because of the
perception that the queer community disrupts morality and traditional family. Youngman recalls an incident with health care
workers stating that treating someone who is queer and has symptoms of an STD is tantamount to co-conspiring to break the
law.
In our conversation, it was paramount to explore what life after decriminalization looks for the ordinary queer person residing
in Botswana. LEGABIBO has pledged to continue engaging with community leaders, religious leaders and traditional leaders to
facilitate conversations on acceptance for the LGBTIQ+ community at these various sites. There is hope amongst the LGBTIW+
activists that the community will be receptive to knowledge around the LGBTIQ+ community and this is imperative to the steps
of destigmatizing the queer community.
The government of Botswana is expected to appeal the decision of the court to decriminalize consensual same sex conduct.
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s We spoke to Melusi Simelane, who is the founder of Eswatini Sexual and Gender
i Minorities. Simelane has been visible in recent years in his activism which saw him
S playing an instrumental role in Eswatini’s first Pride in 2018.
i Simelane shared with us that his activism was rooted in the realization that his peers
m were not as comfortable in their own skin as him. His story is that which is not common
e in Africa, the story of assurance of one’s identity and being unapologetic about it.
l
a Although Swaziland has been fondly described as a peace-loving country, there still
n exists a deep sense of homophobia towards the LGBTIQ+ community. Although it rarely manifests in physical assault, there are
e instances where lesbian womxn have fallen victim to hate crimes. Simelane expresses perturbation in the failure of the courts
, to recognise violent acts towards the LGBTIQ+ community as hate crimes. It is thus the mission of Simelane, through the
w formation of this organization, to be membership based and people oriented in order to bring protection to LGBTIQ+ identities
h in Eswatini. This is a mammoth task as Eswatini remains an absolute Monarchy which has deeply embedded notions of
o patriarchy and family. However, adversity is not something that Simelane shies away, a characteristic which was showcased by
i his involvement in the first Eswatini Pride alongside Rock of Hope.

Meet the person who is working to restore the
dignity of the LGBTIQ+ in Eswatini.

s Eswatini has a peculiar legislative stance towards the queer community, although queer bodies are not at risk for being
t arrested, there is still legislation which bans sodomy. There exists a legal vacuum with regard to the protection of LGBTIQ+
h rights and Simelane hopes to challenge that. The first step in attaining recognition from the government is taken through the
e formation of this NGO. If successful, the Eswatini Sexual and Gender Minorities organization will be the first LGBTIQ+ to be
f registered in the Kingdom of Eswatini.
o
th
u In commemoration of Swaziland Pride on the 29 of June, we recognise the efforts by Simelane to bring recognition and restore
n dignity in the lives of the LGBTIQ+ in Eswatini.
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Zambia bars Somizi from entering the
Country

Zambia made headlines in June by barring South African gay personality from entering the country. It was
alleged that the Idol’s judge and reality show star was disinvited from an event in Lusaka as he was deemed as a
foreign disruption of morals. Minister of National Guidance and Religious Affairs Godfridah Sumaili stated that
pubic performers and celebrities have the power to influence a society.1 This includes the capacity to disrupt
peace and disrupt national values. The Minister further iterated that the government would not condone the
invitation of persons with questionable characters into the country.
Mhlongo is known in South Africa for his boisterous personality and the ways in which he challenges gender
norms be unapologetically being himself. Years ago, he used to assume a drag character by the name of Miss
Gigi.
Zambia’s stance on the LGBTIQ+ remains homophobic with a 14 - year imprisonment penalty for those who
conduct same-sex activity and homosexuality. Zambia bears the colonial legacy of penal codes and presents
itself as a strong Christian Nation. Therefore, personalities who are openly queer disrupts the conservative
Christian stance that Zambia has taken. In concluding the statement, the Minister quoted biblical verses which
are interpreted to condemn homosexuality.

1

https://www.mambaonline.com/2019/06/29/zambia-somizi-a-foreign-disruption-of-national-morals/

PAI Team at Code of Good Conduct Workshop

Figure 2: Ajax, our Logistics and Membership
Administrator

Figure 1 Litha, our Advocacy and Communications Officer

Figure 3: Rethabile, Our Finance Consultant (left) Nate,
our Executive Director (right)

News from Africa
A gay ex priest from Nigeria has received recognition for assisting gay asylum seekers in America. John Adewoye
was a Catholic priest who has since married his partner. His sexuality was a point of contention for him and he
gave up his role as a priest in order to pursue a life in the United States where he hoped to find a cure for his
gayness.It is in the United States that Adewoye realized that homosexuality is neither a disease nor a disorder.
By utilizing his U.S based charity called the Centre for Integration and Courageous Living, John Adewoye grants
LGBTIQ+ African immigrants assistance that helps them live in the United States.

South Africa
The western Cape Province in South Africa is working on a policy to accommodate transgender students. The Wynburg
Girl’s High School is the first school in South Africa to welcome a transgender pupil. Although the pupil had identified as
a girl for her entire life, she had been attending an all-boys school until her mother approached the all- girls school for
admission in September of last year. She will begin her schooling in July. Although a policy for transgender students has
not been finalized, this has started a conversation for such a policy to be in place.

Tunisia
Mounir Baatour, a well-known activist and human rights lawyer in Tunisia is aiming to run for the
presidency. Baatour is openly gay and this will be controversial as the Muslim majority country carries
a 3-year imprisonment for homosexuality. The candidate hopes to eradicate inequality on all fronts by
confronting gender inequality ati-semitism. Baatour will run in November of 2019.



General News


Gala releases its second quarterly newsletter focusing on LGBTIQ+ youth
https://gala.co.za/2019/07/04/gala-times-2019-2-4/
 Stonewall remembers Marsha P Johnson and Sylvia Riviera as icons
https://www.mambaonline.com/2019/06/24/know-your-pride-some-of-the-key-figures-of-stonewall/








Kenya’s government has ordered a group of refugees to return to a camp they had fled after some of them faced
homophobic attacks, a UN agency says.
https://www.newsday.co.zw/2019/06/gay-refugees-sent-back-to-homophobic-kenya-camp/
Two 10-year-old Christian students were suspended for five days last month after they were accused of using
“homophobic” language when objecting to an LGBT Pride Month primary school assignment.
Ethiopian church groups have called on the government to block a planned visit to the country by a USbased company that organises tours for gay people.

We’d love to hear from your country!

Black Jesus
Did I ever tell you my mother's Jesus?
One night I heard loud noises coming from her bedroom, I feared he may have killed her this time.
On the first night she did not leave her room, there was no sound from the tomb

The second night I went inside to tend to her body, I wrapped her swollen limbs in sheets, I sobbed as I poured the
holy water on her wounds.
The third night she rose, my savior, who had died to save us all from his hands. Blessed be her name, may her
kingdom come, may her will be done not on this Earth because she deserves heaven. May this prayer never end, I
refuse to say Amen.
-

Michelle Otieno

Flamboyant
I am Flamboyant
With bronze branches
Whose scarlet flames birthed a Phoenix.
Under blooms which beckon November rain
Long black pods hang fire.
Sing songs in the shade of the crimson canopy
Holy tree, holy tree, holy tree.
-

Nigel Patel

KEEP IN TOUCH

For enquiries and any news you want to share with us for
our newsletter: admin@panafricailga.org
Subscribe to our newsletter

Become a Member
As a member organisation of PAI, your organisation would benefit from news we share via email about:
• calls for papers, local and international conference invites, announcements from donors and other
opportunities we share with you;
• capacity-building programmes and training;
• the opportunity to create a network with other organisations across the African continent in order for our
movement and the work each organisation does to have maximum impact, and creating a platform for
your organisation to make its voice heard; and,
• access to knowledge and experience from our members and ally organisations that will grow your
organisation and its influence within your country and the continent.
• As a member organisation you will be able to contribute to the strategic direction of Pan Africa ILGA
through being able to vote at the bi-annual AGM for a new PAI Board, the host country for our bi-annual
Regional Conference, and on changes to our Constitution.

Pan Africa ILGA is the largest membership based and democratically organised LGBTIQ+
federation in Africa. PAI currently consists of over 184 African organisations and 32 international
organisations working on human rights and equality for LGBTIQ+ people.
How to become a member:
Please be aware that only organisations (not individuals) can apply for membership. At its next
meeting, the Executive Board of ILGA will review your membership and you will receive
communication as to the status of your application.
The membership fee is €60 for two years. Apply for membership.

87 De Korte Street, South Point Corner Building, 9th Floor, Braamfontein, Johannesburg, South
Africa

Tel: +27 11 339 1139 Email: admin@panafricailga.org Website: www.panafricailga.org
NPO Number: 155-669

