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2064 breaks new ground as Botswana’s first queer film

The film is set in a sort of post-apocalyptic Africa riddled with famine, devastation and
displacement. In a bid to preserve what is left of Africa, it is divided into federal states where
millions of men are culled every year to sustain the continent. This movie stars Motswana
and South African actors Donald Molosi and Thabo Rametsi. Molosi told Mambaonline:

I wanted to tell a story that would challenge me as an actor. I wanted to work with
Joseph and in the end, we produced a story I am very proud of. When we were filming
we were aware that the relationship we were portraying was illegal in Botswana. I am
happy that 2064 now comes out into a Botswana where consensual same-sex
relationships between adults have been decriminalised by the Botswana High Court.

This film comes at a time where the LGBTIQ+ community is still in the celebratory haze of the
decrim decision while dealing with the reality of the state challenging the decision made by
the courts to decriminalize consensual same-sex conduct between adults. Ruminating on the
decision to be taken on appeal, the actor had the following to say :

I am disappointed, sad and furious. I think that it was a significant example for Africa by
the High Court but I see my country undercutting its own progress by having a
government in power that still wants to reinstate homophobia as law. I am ashamed
that they would get in the way of human rights. History will judge this administration
appropriately harshly for that.

The movie is currently screening at The South African International Film Festival.

Loving while Out and Proud

The queer internet was
delighted to witness a
bold move by a gay
couple from Nigeria. Dan
Yomi came out to his
family last year over
WhatsApp text and had
been living his romantic
life
privately
while
residing in the United
Kingdom. In a romantic
gesture during the love
season that comes with
Valentine’s Day, Yomi
shocked the internet by
posting a beautiful post
of him kissing his
boyfriend
on
the
internet. In the post he
had the following to say ,
““As it’s our third Val together, I thought I’d share how far we’ve come as two Gay Nigerian
men in love……with the hope that some Queer kid reading from Africa or anywhere around the
world can aspire to live free someday. I still remember how during our first Val in 2018, we
were living secretly in love, couldn’t share our love with family or strangers as we cared so
much about what people would say…which led us to prioritise the opinions of friends, families
& strangers over our happiness. We felt strongly for each other but never saw us living openly
in our true authentic selves even though we were based in a country that legalised
homosexuality. It’s actually crazy saying this now but in order to stop people from talking (and
our families from asking too many questions), we almost gave into pressure & made plans to

get married to women just to please everyone but ourselves. This unfortunately is the sad
reality of many LGBT Africans both in Africa and in the West. Fast forward months later, I felt
ready to live my truth, to share my story…..so I came out of the closet and started living free.
A year later, he felt ready and came out to his family too… was so shocked as we never spoke
about it the day it happened. However that was an experience I could relate to…life just
happens and you make some big decisions when you feel ready to.”
Nigeria is notorious for hunting gay men resulting in arbitrary arrests and torture. This is a
positive story illustrating the possibility of love which does not hide in a country that practices
state sanctioned homophobia. Nigeria is one of the commonwealth countries that has gone
beyond colonial Penal Codes that criminalize same-sex sexual conduct by further developing
homophobic laws which are intended to villainize and ostracize homosexual individuals in
Nigeria. In 2014, the Same Sex Marriage Prohibition Act was promulgated and has been used
to legitimize the arrest of men suspected of homosexuality in Nigeria. Currently, 57 men have
been arrested and are on trial on due to suspicion of their sexual orientation. Reuters reported
that “Last November, after more than a year of court hearings, 47 men who pleaded not guilty
to a charge of public displays of affection by people of the same sex. Arrest warrants were
issued for the 10 other men who failed to appear in court. In a landmark case that may reach
its resolution this month, the men face 10 years in prison if found guilty under the 2014 law,
which has never been used to secure a conviction.”

This post is a small revolutionary act that can give hope to the hidden and unseen who are
unable to love freely in Nigeria.

LGBTIQ+ refugee camps in Kenya to lose funding
As reported by Erasing 76crimes, it appears that refugee camps in Kenya, home to many
LGBTIQ+ Ugandans may become unsustainable as funding is pulled. Below is a summary from
Erasing 76 Crimes of the Advisory released by the African Human Rights Coalition.
Many refugees in Kenya have contacted AHRC expressing concern that HIAS is cutting off
stipends. We are clarifying the following, and issuing this advisory, based on what we know,
which we hope may be helpful to refugees in Kenya at this time. This is the first of 2 advisories.
The second, FEB ADVISORY TWO, will outline the choices and process for refugees who are
stuck without stipends and will be issued within the following week.

I. ADVISORY SUMMARY:

To Refugees:
A] Fully cooperate with HIAS
reassessment interviews
B] Consider and consult about your INDIVIDUAL options, during and after you have had your
assessment

C] Refrain from premature protests that may result in actions that hurt your chances of
resettlement and threaten the entire refugee program in Kenya –
To donors:
D] PLEASE be fully informed of the consequences and possible outcomes to ALL refugees before
donating money for protest T-shirts and banners, especially when there are refugees currently
in need of food, and when money can be well spent on livelihood programs.

II. EXPLANATION:

HIAS is currently calling in refugees who are receiving stipends to do individual assessments
with regard to their respective stipends for the purpose of evaluating each individual case.

These LGBTQ refugees were bused back to the dangers of Kakuma Camp last year after being
arrested during a Kenyan police roundup of refugees in Nairobi. (Photo courtesy of the O-blogdee blog)

Why is this happening:

In December 2018, refugees at Kakuma staged a protest that resulted in violence, which
resulted in UNHCR urgently transferring a large group of almost 200 refugees to Nairobi for
protection under the circumstances at that time. Through a complicated trajectory thereafter,
especially given Kenya’s mandatory encampment policy, the refugees were advised that
stipends and some shelters were an interim solution and not sustainable for the long term.
More than one year later after this time, the refugees are now being individually assessed,
under the following current circumstances:
a) Specific circumstances

Assessments: Those who were transferred were given assistance without assessments, and
many covered by HIAS stipends are now for the first time being assessed or re-evaluated.

Encampment: Kenya has an encampment policy: This is strict Kenyan law requiring that all
refugees are supposed to be in Camps. In camps, such as Kakuma, UNHCR is able to facilitate
shelter and food rations. This cannot be provided in general in urban areas.

Encampment is law for the sake of the security of Kenyan citizens due to recent terror attacks
and killings in the country. This means the Kenyan government does not want foreigners in the
urban areas, especially living in large groups, and is encouraging all refugees to go to camps,
which is an option for some refugees and mandatory for most.
Warning: word has it that Kenya is intending to clamp down on any unpermitted/
undocumented foreigner / refugee who is not in a camp. This could result in arrests, possible
deportations, risk to resettlement and could risk refugee programs. For LGBTQI people arrests
are particularly dangerous as homosexuality is still a criminal offense in Kenya. There is
NOTHING UNHCR can do to change Kenyan law or policy.

An LGBTQ refugee after altercations with Kenyan authorities in 2017 at Kakuma Camp (Photo
courtesy of O-blog-dee and Facebook)
The Kenyan Government is a hostile host to LGBTQI refugees, because they are considered
criminal under Kenyan law. Homosexuality is subject to the punitive penal code in Kenya and
as recently as last year, the Courts upheld the criminal code, refusing to rule it unconstitutional.

The fact that there is an LGBTQI program where the Kenyan government’s Refugee Affairs
Secretariat (RAS) actually registers LGBTQI as a social group facilitating LGBTI foreigners to be
recognized as a refugee is miraculous, as they could choose not to pursue this aspect of the
resettlement program with UNHCR.
Protests: It is correct and true that under the Kenyan Constitution people are legally able to
protest. However any LGBTQI refugee who chooses to protest, even if there is lawful police
protective permit to do so, is under great risk of arrest, especially if not documented to be in
Nairobi. If there is the slightest amount of provocation or the mere perception of provocation,

such can trigger violence, similar to what happened in the past, also placing the entire program
for ALL LGBTQI at risk of being terminated by Kenya.

Kenya could end the refugee program for all LGBTQI refugees at any time. This means all
LGBTQI people are at risk if the Kenyan government is provoked. It is clear that Kenya will not
change the encampment law. It is clear UNHCR and HIAS have limited funds and it is clear that
refugees will be reassessed and that stipends will not go on without being checked.

HENCE, in conclusion, we urge refugees and donors who are considering any form of protest
to reconsider such under these exceptional and dangerous circumstances, and to first obtain
individual assessments, then seek consultation for personal durable solutions and/or seek
further solutions/ recourse under FEB AHRC ADVISORY TWO, to be released in several days.

b) General circumstances

There are over 60 million migrants globally and the refugee system is exhausted and overtaxed. UNHCR does not have the capacity to fully support all refugees. Resettlement is not
guaranteed. Refugees are best able to sustain themselves when they are able to succeed at
livelihood programs, whether in urban areas or camps. Therefore donors are encouraged to
seek out such programs rather than to enable the current uncertainty, which in truth is fraught
with complexity and subject to corruption.

Accordingly, we urge all People of Concern (POC), refugees, organizations, donors, CBO’s to
work in collaboration and unity with each other, for the best interests of all. Hence anyone
considering any form of support is welcome to check in with African HRC, to ensure that their
experience is unifying and not divisive.

III. We conclude by repeating this advisory:

A] Fully cooperate with HIAS reassessment interviews;

B] Consider and consult about your INDIVIDUAL options, during and after you have had your
assessment;

C] Refrain from premature protests that may result in actions that hurt you, your chances of
resettlement and threaten the entire refugee program in Kenya

D] DONORS PLEASE be fully informed of the consequences and possible outcomes to ALL
refugees before donating money for protest T-Shirts and banners, especially when there are
refugees currently in need of survival related sustenance such as food and when money can be
well spent on livelihood programs to enhance the future of refugee.

African Human Rights Coalition continues to support refugees with resources, humanitarian
assistance and advocacy, seeking durable solutions for protection and resettlement.

The plight of transgender refugees in South Africa:

South Africa has enacted a new laws which are stringent and may revoke refugee status from
transgender refugees arbitrarily. The law which was finalized in the 2019 by the Department
of Home Affairs was promulgated on the January 1 2020. The Refugees Amendment Act limits
the rights of refugees placing restrictions on political participation , voting or engaging with the
consulate. This could result in the revocation of refugee status. This also prohibits refugees
from protesting against human rights violations in their countries of origin. The new regulations
also include other grounds for the loss of refugee status, including if a refugee seeks any
consular services from their country of origin. This could mean that an act as simple as
requesting a birth certificate at a consulate could trigger a withdrawal of refugee status and
possible deportation. These rules thus could violate the right of nonrefoulement, an
established principle under international law which holds that a refugee should not be returned
to a country where their life or freedom would be threatened.
Freedom House, a U.S.-based non-governmental organization that conducts research and
advocacy on democracy, political freedom, and human rights, had released a statement
challenging laws stating the following:
“The South African government should immediately revise the Refugees Amendment Act to
safeguard the rights of refugees and asylum seekers, and ensure that the Act conforms to South
Africa’s constitution and international law,” said Jon Temin, director of Africa programs at
Freedom House.

Paul Graham, project director for Freedom House Southern Africa, noted his concern with the
strict procedural requirements in the Act: “The requirements mean that many individuals in
the country who need and deserve refugee protection could lose or never obtain it. Those
affected may lose the freedom to earn livelihoods, express their opinions, and engage in
political processes, and could be sent back to countries where they fear persecution or

violence. While South Africa was once lauded for its advanced refugee policy, implementation
of that policy has long fallen short of international standards. The new regulations reveal a
growing, and overt, priority for exclusion rather than protection.”

“Globally, the treatment of refugees is trending toward narrowing refugee protection and
restricting refugee rights,” said Temin. “Around the world in places as diverse as Australia,
Bangladesh, Hungary, Indonesia, and the United States, refugees and asylum seekers have
faced closed borders, detention, and expulsion, as well as restrictions on movement, the right
to work, and to receive education. Rather than following these examples, South Africa should
demonstrate leadership by adhering to international standards and extending protection to
the most vulnerable in its region. South Africa’s seat on the UN Security Council and upcoming
leadership of the African Union reinforce its responsibility to defend the human rights of
refugees.”

Faces Behind the Activism
This month we look at the activism of Amb Emmanual Gabari, a Radio Broadcaster, YALI Fellow,
a two-term Champiom for ONE Campaign Africa, Social Worker and Peace Ambassador.
“I produce/present several radio shows where we talk about human rights, health issues
especially for Key Population, peaceful coexistence, girl child education, SGBV and most
importantly Child Rights Act. I am also the Executive Director of African Focus For Youth
Development (AFFYD) Nigeria, where we tackles issues that affect youth, women and children.
In AFFYD, we believe
the society will be
better if government
and citizens work
together
on
education,
agriculture, poverty
alleviation, access to
quality health care
system,
social
amenities,
infrastructures,
women's
rights,
human rights......the
list
is
endless.
Bottom
line
is,
society should keep
striving to make the
world a better place for everyone to live in, irrespective of their tribe, religion, sexuality,
gender, race and colour.

A typical day, week and month for me is almost working round the clock. It starts with having
meetings EVERY Sunday evening with my media and AFFYD crew to plan what we would be
doing for the new week. We sort topics to be used on radio, guest lists and others. For AFFYD,

my team and I work in harmony because AFFYD belongs to several coalitions, networks,
associations and movements. The newest is our membership with Men Engage Nigeria where
we engage boys and
men as advocates for
social change, gender
justice and protecting
the rights of the most
vulnerable in the
society.
We are
constantly on the
field, reaching out to
community
members, engaging
law makers from the
House of Assembly,
stakeholders, teaming up with other local and international organisations in pushing for
sustainable
growth,
visiting
health
care
facilities, providing testing
and counselling for key
population while taking
into cognisance their
safety
and
security,
psychosocial support for
rape victims/women who
suffer SGBV.”

South Africa opens its first Queer Wellness Centre

The first wellness centre which will focus on the medical and mental health needs of the
transgender and gay communities.
We hope that other African countries will see that if we can do this, then it is possible for them
to do it too,” said Mzamo Mbelle, a medical doctor working with the centre. Although there
are LGBTIQ+ friendly clinics in South Africa, this one specifically caters to health needs such as
anal pap smears especially for persons living with HIV. The co-founder of the wellness centre
is a medical practitioner who realized that there was a lack of adequate support to the LGBTIQ+
community in terms of medical and mental health care.

News from Africa

Jamie Adnaan Davids, a drag queen using the pronouns “she and her” was sexually assaulted and killed in
Cape Town South Africa. The brutality of the crime has led the world to believe that it was an antiLGBTIQ+ hate crime. It is also alleged that the perpetrators of the crime where Cape Town-based LGBTIQ
rights group Triangle Project said that it will be “approaching the court to deny bail to the perpetrators
who took the life of Adnaan Davids.”

eSwatini
The LGBTIQ+ community has called for the decriminalisation of same-sex intimacy in eSwatini. This has
been done through the use of a petition. According to Mamba Online, The petition notes that according
to a 2019 study, over 30% of LGBTIQ people in eSwatini reported having been denied healthcare
services, 50% said they were survivors of sexual violence and 26% said they had attempted to take their
own life. The law used to persecute LGBTIQ+ persons in eSwatini rarely results in a persecution. The
petition was spear headed by the Eswatini Sexual and Gender Minorities.



General News
 Coronavirus poses an increased risk to LGBT+ people for three significant
reasons, health chiefs say
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2020/03/12/coronavirus-lgbt-population-highrisk-cancer-network-covid-19-world-health-orgaisation/


Desmond Tutu’s long history of fighting for lesbian and gay rights
https://www.mambaonline.com/2020/02/19/desmond-tutus-long-history-of-fightingfor-lesbian-and-gay-rights/

 Chaos, gunshots after Uganda court frees Stella Nyanzi
https://76crimes.com/2020/02/20/chaos-gunshots-after-uganda-court-releasesstella-nyanzi/
//*

 LGBTIQ+ Nigerians get new social and counseling mobile app
https://nostringsng.com/lgbtiq-nigerians-get-new-social-counseling-mobile-app/

We’d love to hear from your country!

KEEP IN TOUCH

For enquiries and any news you want to share with us for
our newsletter: admin@panafricailga.org
Subscribe to our newsletter

Become a Member
As a member organisation of PAI, your organisation would benefit from news we share via email about:
• calls for papers, local and international conference invites, announcements from donors and other
opportunities we share with you;
• capacity-building programmes and training;
• the opportunity to create a network with other organisations across the African continent in order for our
movement and the work each organisation does to have maximum impact, and creating a platform for
your organisation to make its voice heard; and,
• access to knowledge and experience from our members and ally organisations that will grow your
organisation and its influence within your country and the continent.
• As a member organisation you will be able to contribute to the strategic direction of Pan Africa ILGA
through being able to vote at the bi-annual AGM for a new PAI Board, the host country for our bi-annual
Regional Conference, and on changes to our Constitution.

Pan Africa ILGA is the largest membership based and democratically organised LGBTIQ+
federation in Africa. PAI currently consists of over 150 African organisations and 40 international
organisations working on human rights and equality for LGBTIQ+ people.
How to become a member:
Please be aware that only organisations (not individuals) can apply for membership. At its next
meeting, the Executive Board of ILGA will review your membership and you will receive
communication as to the status of your application. The membership fee is €60 for two years.
Apply for membership. 87 De Korte Street, South Point Corner, 9th Floor, Braamfontein,
Johannesburg, South Africa
Tel: +27 11 339 1139 Email: admin@panafricailga.org Website: www.panafricailga.org NPO
Number: 155-669

