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Semenya victorious despite CAS ruling
(Image by Ibraheem Al Omari/Reuters

Dr B Camminga on Trans
r
Refugees

PAI Welcomes new
Advocacy and
Communications Officer
News from around Africa

Pan Africa ILGA appoints an
Advocacy and Communications
Officer

The PAI Team welcomes Lethabo Mailula we will be joining the team as the
Advocacy and Communications Officer. Lethabo is a law graduate from the
University of Pretoria. She recently graduated with a Masters in Jurisprudence
where her research focused on the erasure of queer blackwomxn in South Africa.
The voices of LBQ womxn being elevated not only in the Queer community but in
society in general remain a priority for Lethabo. Lethabo has a history of activism
through writing and ensuring queer visibility in Academic spaces.
Lethabo lists various queer womxn as the catalyst for her finding her voice.
Lesbian womxn such Bev Ditsie and Audre Lorde have played a significant role in
walking away from silence and choosing an approach that centers the
intersectional nature of the lives of queer womxn.

“I joined PAI because I wanted to fuse my theoretical training with impact work.
Working in an organization that premises queerness as the foundation of their work is well suited for my expertise. I am simultaneously
ready to learn and hopefully fuse my theoretical and legal training with practical implementation. I acknowledge that there is a
multiplicity if ways in which queer lives are violated but it is imperative that we do not do the work of erasing ourselves. We are not not
only fighting for recognition and protection from discrimination but we are capable of celebration and living full lives.”

Transgender Refugees and The
Imagined
South Africa: Bodies over Borders and
Borders over Bodies
“The word transgender has brought certain
things to light. This is not to say that trans
people did not exist.”
In their book, Dr B Camminga interrogates the use of language and its implication on queer bodies in Africa. In the first
paragraph of their book, Camminga speaks about trans refugees who come to South Africa with their heels and their
dresses and all they want is a space where they can be free to be themselves. However, the sad reality for some trans
refugees is that they are still denied access to humanity in South Africa. Facing xenophobia and being transgender is a
harrowing experience which means for some that they are in a new country with no sense of family and community,
lack of access to basic healthcare, education and shelter. The reality for some is becoming sex workers and being forced
to live in communities with the same mindsets from the places which they left behind.
In conducting their research, Camminga reiterates the need for making these already vulnerable bodies feel like they
have the safety to express who they are. Thus, Camminga does not ask for consent through paperwork as they are
cognizant of the many times that trans refugees have to sign their lives away. Noting how violent bureaucratic
procedures are for trans refugees, Camminga exposes the pivotal role that xenophobia and transphobia play in othering
these bodies. This can be noted through the manner in which names of asylum seekers are recorded as the same as
those that appear on the documents of the country of origin. The effect of this is that trans refugees who use different
names are often accused of fraud if the names recorded and the names used are incongruent.
We look forward to chatting with Camminga and exploring the various ways in which transness can manifest.

News from Africa
Egypt has been embroiled in turmoil following the state of emergency which was put into effect in April 2017.
Following that, there has been a wide persecution of human rights activists particularly those challenging the
undermining of the rule of law by the military. The state of emergency seems to manifest viscerally in the lives of
LGBTIQ+ persons living in Egypt. Recently, a journalist was sentenced to a year in jail for interviewing an
unidentified gay man who was also working as a sexworker. The premise of the interview was to vilify the LGBTIQ+
community by illustrating that the presence of queer people in society is corrosive and morally disruptive, akin to
the teachings of fundamental intolerance. Although the journalist was not affording the guest a platform as a form
of allyship, it is harrowing to watch the manner in which fundamental rights are being infringed upon.

Kenya
In a recent victory for the LGBTIQ+ community in Kenya, the tides of change have turned in favour of inclusivity. The
Appeal Court upheld the decision that allows the formation of associations by the LGBTI+ community. This ruling follows
the High Court decision which was delivered in 2015 which affirmed the right of the LGBTIQ+ community to use NGOs
as a tool for organizing. The National Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (NGLHRC) is an association formed by
lawyer Eric Gitari in 2012 and has since struggled to be granted recognition as an NGO. A challenge to the NGO coordination board was brought forward by NGLHRC as its decision to reject recognition contravened Article 36 of the
Kenyan Constitution.
The High Court decision was challenged by the NGO board on the grounds of homosexual activity being criminalized by
Kenyan Penal code.
Kenya like other African Commonwealth countries, holds on to the legacy of British colonial laws which imposed
compulsory heterosexuality and categorised sexual acts of homosexual nature as “unnatural.” As it stands, homosexual
intercourse is punishable offence which carries a jail sentence of 14 years.
One of the Majority judges on the bench, Justice Waki, was quoted stating “The issue of LGBT is rarely discussed in
public. But it cannot be doubted that it is an emotive issue, the reality is that thus group does exist and we can no
longer deny that. Let I go down that I will not be the first to throw a stone and harm them.”
The importance of the judgements issued by the two courts lies in providing a platform for queer bodies in Africa to
mobilise and campaign for access to healthcare, decriminalisation to homosexuality and safety and security. This may
also serve as an example to other African countries who have remained regressive in their approach to the LGBTIQ+
community by continuing to institute laws which serve to criminalise homosexuality. The institution of these laws
ensures the that the right to freedom of association is contravened.
Resolution 275 of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights offers protection against violence and
violations performed against a person on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identity. The failure of African
States to allow the registration of NGO’s and afford such organisations legal protection is a direct violation of this
Resolution. The effect is that a healthy, stigma free and safe environment for organizing and campaigning is not
officially recognised.



General News


South African President Cyril Ramaphosa welcomes the contestants of Mr Gay World



A new study conducted on the HIV+ gay men with negative partners reveals that there isa limited risk of
transmission provided the infected partner is on treatment.
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30418-0/fulltext



SMUG petitions for the freedom of assembly of LGBTIQ+ persons.

https://www.change.org/p/minister-of-ethics-and-integrity-hon-simon-lokodo-stop-the-violation-of-ugandan-lgbtiqfreedom-to-peaceful-assemble


World Medical Association cautions doctors not to enforce IAAF rules by administering testosterone lowering
medication
https://www.wma.net/news-post/wma-reiterates-advice-to-physicians-not-to-implement-iaaf-rules-onclassifying-women-athletes/

We’d love to hear from your country!

PRESS RELEASE
Pan Africa ILGA stands behind the Caster Semenya in regard to the recent decision by The Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS), in relation to her right to right to compete in international athletics, in her body.
This not only contravenes Semenya’s right to bodily integrity and human dignity but interferes with Semenya’s bodily
autonomy. PAI is a Pan African movement that promotes and respects bodily integrity and equal protection of human
rights regardless of culture, religion and faith, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex
characteristics. The decision by CAS creates great concern for the future of transgender and intersex bodies in sports
due to the precedent which CAS is attempting to set. Semenya’s body has been the site of global scrutiny from the age
of 18; resulting decade- long deliberations, which have included an intrusive sex verification test. The Court for
Arbitration has upheld the policy which states that women who are intersex and have elevated levels of testosterone
must take medication to lower their testosterone to ensure they do not have an unfair advantage. This policy is based
on gender essentialism which assigns gender according to biology. This is exclusionary as it excludes various gender
identities.
We stand by Semenya as we assert that she is not a threat to women’s sport and this policy not only jeopardises her
career but infringes on her right to human dignity and bodily autonomy.

KEEP IN TOUCH

For enquiries and any news you want to share with us for
our newsletter: admin@panafricailga.org
Subscribe to our newsletter

Become a Member
As a member organisation of PAI, your organisation would benefit from news we share via email about:
• calls for papers, local and international conference invites, announcements from donors and other
opportunities we share with you;
• capacity-building programmes and training;
• the opportunity to create a network with other organisations across the African continent in order for our
movement and the work each organisation does to have maximum impact, and creating a platform for
your organisation to make its voice heard; and,
• access to knowledge and experience from our members and ally organisations that will grow your
organisation and its influence within your country and the continent.
• As a member organisation you will be able to contribute to the strategic direction of Pan Africa ILGA
through being able to vote at the bi-annual AGM for a new PAI Board, the host country for our bi-annual
Regional Conference, and on changes to our Constitution.

Pan Africa ILGA is the largest membership based and democratically organised LGBTIQ+
federation in Africa. PAI currently consists of over 150 African organisations and 40 international
organisations working on human rights and equality for LGBTIQ+ people.
How to become a member:
Please be aware that only organisations (not individuals) can apply for membership. At its next
meeting, the Executive Board of ILGA will review your membership and you will receive
communication as to the status of your application.
The membership fee is €60 for two years. Apply for membership.
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