July 2019
Volume 16

<
» LN ; —
CONEFEIREINS— L
6-9 JULY 2019 - SOUTH AFRICA

eI

=l 0
W) == &)
€ '’ <
f

Newsletter

LGBTIQ+ News from Africa

In this issue...

News from around Africa




The PAN Africa ILGA team had the privilege of attending the Global
coferencehosted in Cape Town in early July. The conference was inter
to bring together a host of LBQ identifying womxn, trapdies and non 2% —
binary persons from around the worl@he LBQ Conference was held -~
Century City Cape Town. This conference was attebgdd 9 countriesThis o

assembly of bodies was meant to represent different voices globall "
feminist issues that affect persons who transwomxn, womxn and ger ﬂ
non-conforming. Prior to the breakway sessions, Plenary sessions wes s
held by different rgions in which the themes of healing, transformation at
leadership were addressed.

REGIONS:

The Regional meetings weintended to discuss what the vision of an LBQ movenmked like in each region. As we
attended the Sothern African region convening, waocumented the different themes which were pervasive in the
convening. These issues incldde

. _ . e = a. the lack of an intergenerational conversation between feminists
FigurelThe History of Lesbian Organizing: Gloria . . .
e S O IR TPV RIE  b. The assumption that everybody attending the conference is a womxn
(USA) i. What does it mean to be a womxn?
ii. Why LBQ and why now?

iii. What does it mean to identify as LBQ?

c. Where is the space and trainisgecific to queer sex workers?
d ! YRSNEGIFIYRAY3 gKIFIG GKS GSNXY GljdzSSNE YSIya Ay NBaLR\

¢CKS NBadzZ G 2F GKS NBIA2yIlf YSSGAy3a gla GKS FT2NX¥YIFGA2Yy :
issues around the lack of interstional feminism at the conference. For many black bodies in the caucus, the term
intersectionality was appropriated by others while black bodies continued to be marginalized even within the conference

The sessions which were presented at the Conferémdeded:



Lesbians and Kinky Feminists
Queers and Sex Workers
People with Disabilities, Differently abled people.
Translesbians in Lesbian and ntasbian spaces .
Experiences of LBQ Migrants

Afro Queer Pop up Podcast

Black Caucus

The History of Leshian @anizing

. BDSM as a Zone of the Erotic

10. Kink 101: Sexual Health and Pleasure

11. Ableisn in Queer Communities

12. Black and Queer in the Kalagadi
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Findings:

The Conference had multiple sessions occurring at
same point. This was excellent as there was a varie
issues that were being discussed at every turn. The us
different regions and different speakers had the episte . [: e
value of providing contexdn the various histories of LB(EEEESAASIIE N AUBEID)
existence and LBQ organizing all over the world. The effe
of this was the identification of where issues in different regions ran parallel to each other. At the opposite side of the
dichotomy is the identification of howppressions manifest differently in the face of privilege. This was identifiable through
class and race as well as the Global Nqr8outh dichotomy.

TheConference was excellerds t allowed not only our team but the members and the society at large to access a space
with various streams of knowledge. It also highlighted solidarity
amongst various bodies from different regions. This solidarity was
formed by the similarities in whicHifferently abled persons, trans
persons and gender nerconforming persons experience the world
within the LBQ space. The difficult questions of ableism and
transphobia were addressed particularly in the LBQ community.

The inclusion of Pleasure/ Kink witha feminist framework was
enlightening as it destigmatized BDSM/ pleasure and feminism. This
was done through the representation of the abovementioned themes
by black bodies and also an extensive conversation around consent and
care.
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The conference wasffective in the manner in which it brought
different bodies into one space to share common experiences and to
~ shed light on the various issues that affect us differently from the
different corners of the world. The most important realization from the
conference would be the identifying of intolerance and ignorance
within the LBQ community. The issues of ableism, transphobia and
xenophobia were addressed in a refreshing manner. This is because
_ such isms are often discussed as if it is only the outsiders armbo

2 o : A a2 iy & 3 0
Figure3 Tshegofatso Senne (South Africa) performlng these erasures.




The Conference also highlighted the importance of LBQ organizing within the broader LGBTIQ+ movements. The reflect
by the collective of black womxn from the Kgalagadi highlighted the existence of patriarchy within thiecqomeeunity and

how womxn continue to be marginalized within the movement. This is also identifiable by the lack of resources intended fc
LBQ projects as the mainstream issues are MSM and HIV. The positive outcome of the conference was the centering
G@YEY$é A&dadzSa | yR Abnandpeons JBhekR issiies hof Ghly indudeyvidlghce, marginalization and
erasure but also the various was in which LBQ bodies need to be celebrated.
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Figure4 Afroqueer PodcagKenya)



Ordained gay Deacon Hui
of the Church of onn :
England refused |
permission to marry his
partner

Rev Jide is popularly known fastactivism through a theological practice that is inclusive. Based in the UK, the
Nigerian born Deacon has worked towards a Christianity that recognizes all love as love. However, those
principles seem to have not permeated throutiie Church of EnglandivA OK R2 S & y 24 & dzLJLJ2 N
desire to marry his boyfriend. In an interview with the BBC, Rev Jide was quoted stating:

G¢KS OKdzNOK alea L OFy ySOSNI ISi YIMINRA SR A B G KS 6@
to keep my job as elergyman. To me i is a great disservice and discrimination against sgemderloving
individualsgé

Contrary to the fact that homosexuality has been legal in England since 1967 and that the country has allowed
samesex marriage since 2016, The Chuemains unsupportive of Rev Jide. In pursuit of safety and freedom,
Rev Jide moved to the United Kingdom following the attack of his faith based NGO, House of the Rainbow.



A victory for Transgender identities In
Kenya

Audrey Mbugua is a transgender activist from Kenya
who recently won the decision in the Court of Appeal to
change her academic certificates to reflect her true
name and gender marker. Audrey was diagnosed with
depression and Gender Identity Disorder in Kenya. She
has since embarked on a journey of transitioning and
changed her gender marker on official documents.
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R s Audrey initially won the decision in the Kenya High

I ‘TW)M " n‘-a# Court against the Kenya National Examinations Board.
L @R ell.a The court ordered the Council to change her name and

remove the eX|st|ng gender marker as the governlng law of the Council did not expressly prohibit the name

change on an issued certificate

In the Appellate decision, the judges noted the necessity of legislative frameworks that would protect minorities in
Kenya, with transgender persons being vulnerable. This decision is monumental as it is the first of its kind in
Kenya. Additionally, the court has set an important precedent that is instrumental in the recognition of LGBTIQ+
persons in Kenya. Audrey also made headlines this month when the High Court ordered that the authorities
register her Organization, Transgender Education and Advocacy.

The court has since granted the National Examinations Council 45 days to comply with its order to amend the

name and gender marker on Audreyds high school exam
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THE INITIATIVE FOR

NAVIGATING
ARRESTS

If you are suspected of
committing a crime
because of a complaint.

During or immediately
after the commission of
a crime.

If you are suspected of
committing a crime
upon investigation by
the police.

When there is no
probable or reasonable
cause.

When there is no arrest
warrant.

Police Officers and other
Law Enforcement
Agencies (e.g. Army
officers, Civil Defense,
Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission
(EFCC), National Drug
Law Enforcement
Agency (NDLEA) etc.)

Private Individuals
carrying out a Citizen
Arrest (Only applicable
in certain cases




Do not attempt to
physically resist arrest.

Ask for an arrest
warrant or the reason
you are being arrested
or detained. Unless you
arrested while allegedly
committing a crime, an
arrest carried out
without a warrant is
illegal.




